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Contourite deposits have been a major focus of research since their identification just over 40 years ago (Heezen and Hollister, 1964; Heezen
et al., 1966). They have considerable economic value owing to their association with petroleum deposits. Ichnofossils in contourite deposits
are generally considered a hindrance, obscuring or in extreme cases destroying all primary sedimentary structures in core sections. In recent
years the use of ichnofossils as environmental indicators has become increasing popular (e.g. Virtasalo et al., 2006; Wetzel et al., 2008). As
the burrows are produced by environmentally sensitive organisms a considerable amount of information may be gained from their study.
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Conclusions and Future Work

Studies concerning ichnofossils in contourites are rare - there is a need
for ichnofacies to be established to assist in the identification of
contourites in the future. CT and X-radiography should be used together,
along with thin sections to gain the best possible data set.

‘ S N RN 8 The contourite drift complex at the Gulf of Cadiz is the focus of IODP
*fr.f“'.:;__"_i"‘.. STAC o @ B/l cruise 339. Fig. 3 (left) shows the Gulf of Cadiz region and the locations
ol NN a2l < NAL of the sites cored during the expedition. The cores recovered will form
the basis of an in depth research project in to the ichnofacies of
contourite deposits. CT facilities at the IODP repository at Bremen will be

used to obtain the data.
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Figure 3. IODP 339 drill sites (Stow et al. 2011)
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